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Pen Pal Program

Objective:

It is to achieve communication between 5th graders with 6th graders and 8th graders with 9th graders. It will achieve not only communication, but it will help the younger students feel a sense of belonging to the middle school or high school they will be attending next year. It will also give the older students the chance to be positive role models with the younger students. It will also allow the younger students to hear how the older students feel about their first year experience at the higher level school, which in turn will prepare the younger students for their first year experience the following year. All together it will create a feeling of community for all the students and faculty involved.

Key Players:

Administrators

Counselor/Graduation Coach

Teachers

Students

How to Set Up the Pen Pal Program

Plan:

Set up a pen pal system through the fifth grade English/Language Arts class with the 6th grade English/Language Arts class and the 8th grade English/Language Arts class with the 9th grade English/Language Arts class.

Email all the feeder elementary 5th grade teachers, the 6th grade teachers, 8th grade teachers, and 9th grade teachers. Ask if they would like to have their students participate. Make sure to indicate that this is a year long commitment.

Once you have your teachers who would like to participate. Ask them for their class rosters. 

Each student will be matched up with another student in the grade above or below randomly (preferably boy with boy and girl with girl). It is easier for the Pen Pal Program Coordinator to match up the students than for the teachers to ask the students who they want to be matched up with.

Have the lower grade students write to the higher grade students. It would be an introduction letter.

Each student will write a letter to each other once a marking period at least. Teachers can take advantage of this activity and use it as a writing grade (if they chose to).

Have the letters to and from students, go through the Pen Pal Program Coordinator to ensure that no student is being left out. 

Benefits of the Pen Pal Program

The 6th and 9th grade students are role models to the other students.

The 5th and 8th grade students start a year earlier to take ownership of the school they will attend the following year.

The 5th and 8th grade students start to feel a part of the school they will attend the following year.

The 5th and 8th grade students throughout the year can ask questions they think of about the middle or high school they will attend. 

The 5th and 8th grade students will possible make long lasting friendships through the Pen Pal Program.

6th Grade Orientation Video

Purpose:

To show the fifth graders how middle school is through the sixth graders’ eyes.

Plan:

Through the video, we will be able to show the students Dobbins Middle School. We will be able to show the students the cafeteria and lockers. We will also be able to show the students the different electives we have at Dobbins Middle School. We will interview the administrators, counselors, and the 6th grade teachers. We will also have a Q&A section, where we have questions already formulated from the 5th graders that some 6th graders will answer via video.

Each feeder elementary school will have a copy of this video to show the students prior to them coming to our School for a day in May.

Key Players:

6th grade students

6th grade teachers

Administrators

Counselors

Graduation Coach

Connection teachers

