Non-Academic Intervention:                                             
I have been hosting a morning "Organization Group" during homeroom and a few minutes into 1st period for students who have difficulty getting and staying organized. We've had great success at our school and my principal has said she would like it to become the notebook format the whole school follows next academic school year.  To date, we have served over 94 students. Many of them still come for periodic check-ups and to tell me they are doing better now that they can find their homework!
 

Here is a brief description of what I send to my teachers to muster up referrals...
 

"Good morning teachers,
 

It is our desire as a counseling dept. to address some of the common issues/needs we’re frequently seeing—and for which you have referred students—in our offices. 

 

Student Needs: 
The first need we would like to address for all grade levels: organization and correct use of student planners.
 
Solution: 

Each morning, beginning Monday, 11/12/07 from 8:05 a.m. to 8:35 a.m., a counselor and graduation coach will be stationed in room 405 on the 8th grade wing to work with students on: organizational skills and correct use of student planners.
 
Procedure:
Send students with a pass at 8:05 a.m.. (If that student is late due to a late bus or having breakfast, you are still welcome to send them.) We will see them (everyday if needed) until you feel they have mastered some of these important skills. 

 
Accountability:
We will check to see they were sent with a pass. 

We will have them sign-in. 
We will send them to first period with their pass signed.
 

It typically takes a minimum of 4 sessions to get students organized. Our format is as follows: 
 
Day 1 - Clean out the backpack--what's ok to throw away and what's not; 
Day 2 - Review Day 1 and organize and label binders; 
Day 3 - Review Day 1 and 2 and learn how to use planners effectively and consistently; 
Day 4 - Review Day 1, 2, and 3 and maintain the system.
 

You are more than welcome to continue sending them for "check-ups" throughout the school year--in fact, we encourage you to do so.
 

Again, thanks for helping us help the kids!"
 

I've also attached a sample of the format for you to look over. Let me know if you would like me to put together a presentation. 

 

Amy Rhoads 

Graduation Coach 

Ebenezer Middle School 
1100 Ebenezer Road 

Rincon, Georgia 31326 
(912) 754-7757
