Mary Ann Kotras

Communities In Schools of Georgia

Date

Name of Potential Donor

Address of Potential Donor

Dear Sir/Madam:

In 2006, Governor Perdue introduced Georgia’s High School Graduation Coach Initiative that placed “Graduation Coaches” in 369 high schools across the state. The coach’s primary responsibility is to identify at-risk students and help them succeed in school by keeping them on track academically before they consider dropping out.  Graduation Coaches provide “whatever it takes” to help those youth become successful graduates who are fully prepared for post-secondary education and/or the workforce.  Recognizing that the dropout problem often starts before high school, the Governor and General Assembly also authorized funding to place Middle School Graduation Coaches in middle schools throughout Georgia beginning with the 2007-2008 school year. These Middle School Graduation Coaches help ensure the successful transition of all students from elementary school and provide comprehensive prevention and intervention programs for at-risk middle school students to help prepare them for their high school and post-secondary careers.  
In 2005 in Georgia approximately 24,000 students dropped out of school.  In that same year, approximately 32% of students in Georgia did not complete high school on time.  In our own school system (insert number) students did not graduate from school on time (also insert any other school statistics that you may believe to be relevant).
This year we will have our (insert special event you are raising money for here - or if it is simply a general donation request, write what your graduation coach program plans to achieve this year through donor dollars, in a brief and general statement). I am contacting you on behalf of (insert school name here) and the graduation team to request your support in the form of a tax-deductible donation.  I hope we can count on you for a generous donation of $100 or more.  However, please note that any donation amount is always welcomed.  This request for funds has been approved by our school principal, superintendent and the (insert school system name) Board of Education.
If you require additional information about our graduation coach program at (insert name of school here), please contact me and I will be happy to answer any questions you may have. You may also visit us online (insert school website here) or contact us directly by phone at:(insert school phone number here). If you are sending your donation in the form of a check, please make it payable to (insert school name here).
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