
Irwin Co Middle/High School
Middle School Attendance Ideas

2007-2008 School Year

Attendance Contracts: 
Focused on positive reinforcement with few consequences.
  
Positive Reinforcements:
There were weekly, tri-weekly, and semester rewards built into the contract.  Weekly prizes were a variety of items that were ordered from Oriental Trading and candy.  Students were able to pick a prize.  The tri-weekly rewards were things like homemade cookies, tea, lemonade, chocolate, etc.  The semester rewards were drawings for cash prizes.
Consequences for Unexcused absences:
For each day missed, the students would stay with me during their connections classes and do make up work.  If they were tardy, they spent one connection with me.  Now they are only eligible for weekly rewards.  The tri-weekly and semester rewards are no longer attainable. 

These contracts proved to be successful with my middle school students.

Towards end of 2007-2008 School Year:

Set up various incentives for groups of students.  Every student in the middle school was included in a group.  For the last 6 weeks of school, we had weekly drawings as attendance incentives.  
Students with 0-7 days absent:
$40/ $25/ Wal-Mart Gift Card/ Burger King Gift Card/ Free Ice Cream/ One Free Item from the Spirit Shack
Students with 8-14 days absent:
$35/ $20/ Wal-Mart Gift Card/ Burger King Gift Card/ Free Ice Cream/ One Free Item from the Spirit Shack

Students with Perfect Attendance for the year had their name in a drawing for 2- $100 cash prizes and 2 $50 cash prizes.
Deal or No Deal Attendance Assembly:
Students who had perfect attendance the last 9 weeks of school had their name in the drawing to be a contestant in Deal or No Deal and for cash prize drawings.  Students playing the game could win up to $100.  Students without perfect attendance the last nine weeks could pay $1 and attend the assembly.


2008-2009 Attendance Ideas
I plan on continuing the contracts with about 15-20 students.

Middle School Attendance Incentives to hopefully promote a little friendly competition.
I have a bulletin prominently displayed in our lunchroom.  I have it divided into sections to form a chart.  Across the top is the following: Grade, Today, Week 1, Week 2, Week 3, Week 4.
Down the sides are: 8th, 7th, 6th, and Teachers.
Each day I figure the % of students present and display this information under the corresponding grade.  You will notice I even have a spot for teachers’ attendance. After each week, I post the % for the week.  At the end of each month, there will be a grade winner.  (See below for reward ideas.)  At the end of the 9 weeks, we will have a breakfast for the grade with the best % of attendance.  Door prizes will be given.  At the end of each semester, there will be an attendance assembly.  Each semester will be different.  I plan on doing Deal or No Deal the first semester.  More ideas on assemblies are Cash Pyramid and Survivor.  These are still in the planning phase.  The grade with the best attendance for the semester will get in free to the assembly and have their names in the drawing to be one of the contestants.  We will also draw for several cash prizes and gift cards.

Ideas for Rewards:
I plan on have several levels of rewards.  Each level has a little better prize.  In order to move from one level to the next, the grade has to win the monthly attendance % award consecutively.  If they are not the winners consecutively, they are still on level one. 
 
Level one ideas: 
* Candy for entire grade
* snacks/drinks for entire grade
* homework pass good for one assignment in class of their choice, pencils, and drawings for prizes

Level Two Ideas:
* Ice cream sundaes and prize drawings
* Pizza Party and prize drawings

Level Three Ideas:
* T-shirts with a saying about attendance and prize drawings
* Cook-out and prize drawings
* Go to a local theater and watch a movie (popcorn and coke)



Level Four Ideas:
* Field Day for that grade and prize drawings
* Assmbly of some sort or a field trip and prize drawings
* Rent blow up slides and rock climbing wall and play for a while

(Drawings could include: Cash prizes, gift certicifates to restuarants, movie rentals, or theater, Wal-Mart cards, free tickets to an upcoming sporting event at the school.)


I also plan on displaying an NBA Club. (Never Been Absent)
Hopefully we will be able to take all students with perfect attendance for the year to Wild Adventures during the last week or two of school.  

I am considering have an Attendance Achievement Awards Dinner at the end of each semester.  I would have the parents give the awards to thier children.  (They are the main reason their children would earn this achievement, so they are essentially being recognized by giving out the awards.)




High School Attendance Ideas

2007-2008 School Year

I am coordinator of our Extended Learning/Enrichment time at our high school.  It is run in conjuction with lunch.  We were having students skip their EL/Enrichment class to enjoy two lunches.  To help solve our problem, I came up with some attendance incentives designed just for EL/ER classes.  (I used some of these ideas for our over all attendance plan for this school year.)  
Students who had perfect attendance to EL/ER for 9 weeks:
* Free ticket into the Deal or No Deal assembly
* Name in drawing to be a contestant ($200 was top prize)
* Name in drawing for cash door prizes
Students who missed a day, could attend the assembly if they paid $1, but their names were not in any of the drawings.
*** Our principal even put up $200 and let a teacher play one time.  (She won $110 and we had a drawing for 2 $25 cash prizes for the teachers.)
Students responded very well to the program.


2008-2009 School Year

I plan to use attendance contracts with about 15 of my high school students.  I want it to be a manageable number so I can meet with them weekly.  I have not gotten this going yet, but plan to let them help me come up with some rewards.  (They know what they will come to school for.)


High School Attendance Incentives to hopefully promote a little friendly competition.
I have a bulletin prominently displayed in our lunchroom.  I have it divided into sections to form a chart.  Across the top is the following: Grade, Today, Week 1, Week 2, Week 3, Week 4.
Down the sides are: 12th, 11th, 10th, 9th, and Teachers.
Each day I figure the % of students present and display this information under the corresponding grade.  You will notice I even have a spot for teachers’ attendance.  After each week, I post the % for the week.  At the end of each month, there will be a grade winner.  (See below for reward ideas.)  At the end of the 9 weeks, we will have a breakfast for the grade with the best % of attendance.  Door prizes will be given.  At the end of each semester, there will be an attendance assembly.  Each semester will be different.  I plan on doing Deal or No Deal the first semester.  More ideas on assemblies are Cash Pyramid and Survivor.  These are still in the planning phase.  The grade with the best attendance for the semester will get in free to the assembly and have their names in the drawing to be one of the contestants.  We will also draw for several cash prizes and gift cards.
Ideas for Rewards:
I plan on have several levels of rewards.  Each level increases in prize value.  In order to move from one level to the next, the grade has to win the monthly attendance % award consecutively.  If they are not the winners consecutively, they are still on level one.  
Level one ideas: 
* Candy for entire grade
* snacks/drinks for entire grade
* homework pass good for one assignment in class of their choice, pencils, and drawings for prizes
Level Two Ideas:
* Ice cream sundaes and prize drawings
* Pizza Party and prize drawings
Level Three Ideas:
* T-shirts with a saying about attendance and prize drawings
* Cook-out and prize drawings
* Go to a local theater and watch a movie (popcorn and coke)
Level Four Ideas:
* Field Day for that grade and prize drawings
* Assmbly of some sort or a field trip and prize drawings
* Rent blow up slides and rock climbing wall and play for a while

(Drawings could include: Cash prizes, gift certicifates to restuarants, movie rentals, or theater, Wal-Mart cards, free tickets to an upcoming sporting event at the school.)

The grade level that has the best % of attendance when it is time to change Enrichment classes will get to choose their classes first.  Traditionally, it has been seniors first then juniors, etc.

In order to be eligible to exempt a class final, students must have an A average and no more than 3 absences from that class.

I also plan on displaying an NBA Club. (Never Been Absent)
Hopefully we will be able to take all students with perfect attendance for the year to Wild Adventures during the last week or two of school.

  




