Graduation Coach:

Tools to use when Meeting and Working with Students who are at-risk:

Initial Meeting with Student



Classroom set-up

Maps – need a map to find places, need school and a plan to graduate




Pictures of students




Graduation class of _______



Exercises




Bird




Water balloon




Stuffed animal




Poetry



Formal vs. Informal behavior at school




Storytelling of a fairytale using formal vs. informal 



Careers




Blue Book



Liberty Club




Invitation

Attendance




Behavior




Academics

Resources:

Ruby Paynes: A Framework of Understanding Poverty
Jerry Spinelli:

Maniac Magee (if a student comes in and does all of his or her work, the reward is reading a book that they enjoy.  Many times, I’ll read it to them.  Maniac Magee is one of their favorites.  There are others too.)
Details

Classroom Set-up


My classroom Room 201 is full of laminated maps hanging from the walls.  One of the posters say, “To get from Point A to Point B, You need a map. To graduate from High School you need a Plan.”  The class is divided into sections where individual pictures of the students of the Class of 2015 (6th), Class of 2014 (7th) and Class of 2015 (8th) are displayed.  Room 201 is decorated with butterflies and will have discussions with students about the significance of butterflies and the idea of transformation.  Graduation posters are everywhere and will review with a student about the money earned with education.  
Exercises


Students are not in trouble when they come to see me and that is made clear.  To get to know them better we play personification games.  They choose a bird that flies over their home and it describes the colors of the house, driveway, how many cars in the driveway, lawn, backyard, are there animals in the backyard? etc.  Then everyone inside the house comes out and the bird describes them.  I learn a lot about the students’ family and the relationships within the household by playing this game.  Also, there are stuffed animals in my room.  Students choose an animal and write a description about it; the second part of the exercise is giving the stuffed animal human characteristics and being able to describe the student.  If I’m working with a group, this is a written exercise.  There are other exercises using water balloons and poetry.
Formal vs. Informal


From Ruby Paynes’ book A Framework of Understanding Poverty there is a good exercise in formal vs. informal story telling.  The story of Cinderella is told formally and then informally.  This is used to stress that the way we speak and write in school is formal not informal.  It also includes how we talk to one another and to the staff and teachers at school.  We also talk about the importance of words and how we are careful what we say to people and about people.  The word “shut-up” is banned from usage.  Another rule is if you are going to talk about someone they had better be in the room. 

Careers


Whenever a student talks about a career they are interested in…Career Cruising is used and a copy of the education, work conditions, salary, etc. of that career is placed in the Blue Book which is a huge binder holding all career information.  Students can come in before and after school as well as Lunch time to look at the book.  If I know a student is interested in video game design I can ask them about math and how they are doing because that field demands a high level of mathematical skill.

Liberty Club


This is an invitation-organization.  Membership requires that the students need some extra care in behavior, academics, and/or attendance.  The motto is “I can control myself so no one else has to.”  The child and parent or guardian sign a contract (please see contract).  A picture is taken of the student and posted on my wall depending on their class.  The student signs in every morning before going to homeroom.  Field trips and breakfasts are planned at least one time during the year for the different grade levels.  
