Amy Rhoads

arhoads@effingham.k12.ga.us 

Family and Community Engagement:

“Open House for Up-and-Coming 6th Graders and Their Parents”

This is an open house night parents come to with their children to get a walk-through of the school, middle school information, and an opportunity to meet and greet their child’s potential 6th grade teachers.

I begin advertising this open house 3 months prior to the event by going to the feeder elementary schools and meeting with the fifth grade teachers as well as doing a 3 part series of guidance lessons. At the teacher meetings we discussed preparing the 5th graders. During the guidance lessons we discussed  (1) middle school success strategies (ACADEMIC) with regards to getting and staying organized; (2) middle school success strategies (ACADEMIC) with regards to homework and tests; and (3) middle school success strategies (PERSONAL/SOCIAL)—dispelling some myths and confirming others! 

At each visit to the elementary schools, I plugged the open house night and let the kids know about the fun activities planned. 

Schedule:

February:

            Meet with teachers and give them “Transitioning 5th Graders” handout

March:

One Guidance lesson in 5th grade classes. Handout: “Getting Organized” 

April:

Two Guidance lessons in 5th grade classes. Handouts: “Test Taking Tips,” “What, When, Where and How of Studying Right,” and “Survival Guide”

 May:

Open House PowerPoint, tour of campus, meet teachers, admin, and counselors. Goody bag included brochures: “What’s up with Middle School,” “Athletics,” “Connections Classes,” and “School Clubs”
